DANA McCARTNEY-CANDILLO, BSN, RN

FOUNDER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE LION’S BEAUTY
QUEENS, INC. MINISTRY

Dana founded The Lion’s Beauty Queens, Inc., a faith-based
survivor-led organization, outreach and support group to
women in the sex industry and victims of human sex trafficking
in August 2011. On her birthday in January of 2012, LBQ was
incorporated in Missouri as a non-profit organization holding
501c3 status. In 2013 LBQ was registered, patent, and
trademarked in the United States of America.

She completed a Bachelor of Science Degree Program at
Graceland University and graduated with honors, Phi Theta
Kappa and gained licensure as a Registered Nurse in 2005. In
2015, Dana was licensed and ordained as a Minister through
World Harvest Church and became a member of WHC
Ministerial Alliance.

Dana has had a broad education in the “world” and in the
“church”. As a sex-industry overcomer, she is passionate about
empowering women in their healing and transformational
journey! Basing her knowledge on and using her personal story and life experiences that she endured
for 7 & 1/2 years in one of the darkest and rapidly growing “cultures” in the history of our society and
time. She illuminates light amidst the darkness in “the world” of the sex industry. As well, her 20+
years of experience submerged in the “culture” of an ever-changing and shifting environment of “the
church”. The exposure of the religious and the judgmental attitudes and positions were brought to the
forefront as she viewed through the lens of sitting quietly for years as a “Pastor’s wife/Board Member’s
wife” at a mega church. She knows and comprehends well the delicate balance and detailed
intricacies involved with deep prospectives from both sides; the world and the church.

In 2014, Dana’s Memoir was published, Surrendered Showgirl: One Life Divinely Rescued &
Powerfully Transformed from Stripper to Saint. In it she brilliantly accounts for her journey through
child abuse, working in strip clubs, to leading an organization that reaches women in the sex industry
on a national scale. Currently her ministry, The Lion’s Beauty Queens is reaching out to 19 strip clubs in
12 cities, and 3 states across the country, as well training several outreach teams of women.

In 2015, Dana was interviewed and her story, A Shattered Showgirl Surrenders to a Higher Calling was
featured on the 700 Club, airing globally on CBN. Her story was then published in a featured article of a
German newsletter & magazine. She is currently publishing her second book, Beauty Before Brittany:
A Self-Discovery Journey & Bible Study. She is a sought after guest and speaker. In 2016 she became
an approved National Speaker for Stonecroft Ministries.

Dana will be our speaker for the Women’s Brunch on Thursday, May 2 from
9:30 to noon in Fellowship Hall. Please pick up an invitation in the lobby on
Sundays or go to www.hillcrestcov.org/featured-events/ for more information
including how to sign up for childcare.



